MEN OF POWER
posing duties on tea, glass, paper, paints, and other
imports by America.    The colonists, goaded beyond
endurance, raise the cry, "No taxation without repre-
sentation !" and dump an English cargo of tea in the
Boston harbor.    They riot in the principal cities of
America.   They boycott all the articles subject to the
new tax.   In London Franklin speaks for them in no
uncertain terms.     "I  have  some  little  property  in
America/5 he declares.    "I will freely spend nineteen
shillings in the pound to defend my right of giving or
refusing the other shilling. . . ." Georgia, New Jersey,
and Massachusetts ask him to serve as their agent as
well as Pennsylvania's.    He accepts and does his ut-
most with voice and pen to reconcile the British and
American points of view.   He wins the support of the
liberals in England, but they are in the minority.   The
tories in both countries oppose him.   The king and his
party, deaf to the distant rumblings of revolution,
brush aside all pleadings and protests.   They attempt
to gain Franklin's support by offers of political posi-
tion in England.    Failing in this, they begin to look
for ways to discredit him.    The king's Secretary of
State for the Colonies refuses to recognize his creden-
tials for the Colony of Massachusetts.    The Solicitor
General publicly insults him, accusing him of stealing
important communications   (the  famous  Hutchinson
letters) from this tory governor of that colony.   Final-
ly, Franklin is dismissed by the English government
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